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REIL 


AN INFORMATION 
To all good ( briſtians,&c. 


HE work of reformation now 
renewed , and farre advanced 
in this Kingdome, hath in the 
whole progreſle , met with all 
the oppoſition which the ſub- 
tilmalice of Romes cmiſſaries 
our adverſaries could plotte. 

| " But God hath hither-to diſap- 
pointed all their intentions, and turaed Achitophels 
wiſedome into folly: And now when they cannot 
beat down the walls of Is xusar x w,they labourto 
undermine it with calumaies, according to the dam- 
nable maxime , & calumniare audatter, ſe emper aliqaid 
berebit,8 like Tobias Sanballat and ſuch like, will not 
bewanting to oppoſe mightily the.building of Ezrs 
and Nehemiah, by ſaying tothe King , Why i the re. 
bellios citie, builded : Theſame ſteps arenoiw traced 
by the authours of novations , ia this Church, who 
taking the advantage of their opportunity(whichwe 
want to our great regrate ) and being greatly afliſted 
and ſtirred up by ſome of their owa coat, pernici- 
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ouſly and popiſhly affeted , dothere-upon preſume 
to whiſper unto his-ſacred- Majeſtic, and ſpread a- 
broad iatheneighbour Kingdome of England, moſt 
untrue,and damnable aſperſtons,(by and attouer the 
particulars layed to-our charge, in the Proclama- 
tion, 18 of December, which are largely anſwered 
in our Proteſtation already publiſhed ) venting; with 
equall impudence andmalice; thatwe do only pre. 
tend religion, but. da intend to ſhake of. the moſt 
lawfull-yoke of authoritic , by-changing the forme 
of civill government; to invade our neighbour king- 
dome of England, and inrich our ſelves by the ſpoil; 
thereof. Although our. conſcience bear us. teſtimg. 
nic againſt theſe untruths , and make us think .charita. 
bly, thatno men underſtanding rightly Religionand 
Policie, will graatbclicf unto thefz; aſperſions, for- 
gedagainſt the bodie of a Church and Kingdome;yet 
being certaialy informed , that the authours of our 
novations and the arch-enemies of reformation, have 
laboured to poyſon' his. Majeſties-facred Ears with 
thoſe imputations, and-diſperſed the ſame- with' 0- 
pen mouth among the fabjects of Z»gland, we were 
forced to vindicat our innocencic and wypaway all 
impreſhons which thoſe challenges might make in 
the belicfe of any, firſt by our Supplication given 
into the Lords of ſecret Councell 31 of Tanzary, 
and. now by this our anſwer. and publick declarati- 
on to the world: whereby wee. take.G 9 » to wit- 
neſle , that Religion is. the only ſfubje&, conſcience 
the motive, and - reformation:the aime of our de- 
ſignes : For attaining whereof, wee have never ſtray- 
cd f,om the. humble and loyall way of petitioning 
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his Majeſtic for tegall redrefſe ; but- doe yet, accor- 
dingto-our bound duetic , beg the conſummarion of 
our —__ beginnings, by the holding ofthe Parla- 


ment, for the ratification of the acts ofthe Aſſembly 
indicted by his royall authority;and as we haye often 
herero-fore profeſſed in our Supplications,, religi- 
ligiouſly ſwora in our ſolemne Covenant with Gov 
Almightie, and publickly declared before/G © » and 
menin all our Proteſtations,made inthe view of hea- 
yetvand earth, thar we had never the leaſt-intention. 
to caſt off our ductifull obedience untorhis Majeſtics- 
moſt lawfull authoritic z So wedo hereby renewrhe 
ſame, and ſolemaely declare, that our loyall btcaſts 
have never harboured any thoughtagainſt our gra- 
cious :Soveraigne, his Perſon, and government, to 
whom wee daily and carneſtly pray-the K1ns of 
Kings, to grant long and happie reigne over us; and. 
when he ſhall bee crowned with immorrality., thac 
there may not want one. of his Seed rightly to ralc 
' 85, and to ſit upon his throne, ſolongas the Sunand 
Moone indurerh. For wee acknowledgerhar hee is. 
the Lords Vicegerent, ſwaying tlie Scepter '6f this 
Land, tranſmitted ro him;by {uceeſſion,of ſo many- 
royail Anceſtours,as-none other King in the-world 
can paralle!l the fame, and none other Nation-com- 
pare withus inthe glorie of: Antiquitie under thac 
lawfult ſabjetion \, to one Line of native borne 
Princes : which we wiltnever deface; byany unic- . 
turall and impious cogitation againſt the Lords A- 
nointed ; bur heartily wiſhthat ſhame-and confuſion 


may be printed upon the face of his encmics,and that 
wee might bee happie in the. occaſion to'expoſe 
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our lives and fortunes to-the greateſt -hazard,' far 
maintenance of the Perſon and authoritie of our 
dread Soveraigne, and increaſe of his honour. Zee 
mercie and truth preſerve the King. 

As for our intention to invade England, we atteſt 
the everliving Gov, who is conſcious of our moſt 
ſecret thoughts that we never hadany ſuch deſigne 
or motion, to offend or wrong in the ſmalleſt mea- 
ſure any other Nation, much leſſe our neighbour 
Kingdome , livingin one Yle, under one King, with 
as litle controverhie , and as much affection, as hath 
been betwixt two Nations once at variance, but now 
happily reconciled , and tyed rogether by moſt ſtrait 
bands, which we deſtre rather to increaſe then dimi- 
niſh by any at of unjuſt hoſtility. And albeit we be 
confident that the inprobabilitie of this challenge, 
will top the way of all credite to it; yetto canfound 
theſe reporters in their malice, we will ſhortly relate 
our regrats and fears,ourdeſires and reſolutions,with 
thar freedome and finceritie , which may evidence 
our brotherly reſpe&to the ſubjefts of England, and 
controllthe falſe ſurmiles of inrentions againſtthem: 
we regrate together wich our dear Chriſtian brethren 
of our neighbour Nation,that we ſhould have ſoevi. 
dent and ſenſible experiences of the dangerous plots 
ſet afoot, and intertained by the Church-men of 
greateſt power in England, for introducing novations 
in Religion, by corrupting the Do&rine , chang- 
ing the Diſcipline , daily inaovating the externall 
worſhip of God, preaching publickly , and main- 
taining points of Arminianiſme , and heads of pope- 
ric, defending and advancing preachers and pro« 
fellours 
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feſſours of that judgement , and allowing books ſuf. 
fed with that dodrine , fyning , confyning , and ba; 
niſhing all ſuchas in conſcience of their duetie to 
God, labour to oppoſe the doctrine , diſcipline, 
or worſhip of the Kirk of Rowe, by their incroachjng 
and uſurping upon the Kings Majeſties. prerogative, 
tyrannizing over the conſcience, goods, and eſtates, 
of perſons of all qualities within that Kingdome : 
And not being content to keep within their own prez 
cin&, did induce, affiſt , andincourage the pretended 
Arch-biſhops, and Biſhops of this Kingdome, to 
preſſenot only a conformitie of this Church, with 
that of England, in matter of ceremonie, but alſo 


with the church of Rome, in the points moſt ſub-' 


Rantially erronious , as appeareth by theſe books of 
common prayer and canons, found to beeamaſleof 
popiſh ſuperſtition , dorine , and tyrannie; which 
was confeſſed to have been firſt plotted, then cor- 
rected and interlined in Exgland, ſent down to their 
aſſociats the pretended Arch-biſhops, and Biſhops 
ofthis Kingdome, to bee printed and preſſed upon 
the whole Church here, without order or conſent,as 
the only forme of divine worſhip and governmeat of 
the Church, to make us a leading caſe to England: 
_—_ by their letters, Starts-men, Noble-men, 

Burghs,to further the advancement thereof, per- 
ſwaded his gracious Majeſlie, ts declare theſe books, 
full of popiſh ſuperſtition, yer to bee free of ir, 
and to be fir means of edifying this Church: cauſed 
his Majeſtie prohibit the lawfull meetings, and hum» 
ble ſupplications of his Subjects, under pain of trai- 
lon, and toeſteeme of his good Subjedts as of trea- 
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tours and rebels, for diſcovering this wicked plor, 
complaining thereof,and for their renewing of their 
hationall Covenant with-Gov' , and theiraltledgance 
to his Majeſtie, ro threaten them” by publick pro- 
clamation, with utter exterminion, and ruine, hath 
by their calumnies , moved his Majeſtic todiſcharge 
under the pain oftreaſon , rhe ſitting of our free ge- 
ncrall Afembly, indifted by his Majeſtie,; after 
ſo many ſupplications , and to ingadge his royall 
word of a Prince, to defend all diſobeyers of the 


Church, to threaten andprepare for an invaſive war 


againſt 'his moſt ancient loyall native Kingdome; 
rodiſtruſt all our ſupplications, oathes, and.declcra- 
tions, ingenuoufly and humbly made, and thereby 
they have indevoured ſo farreas in them lyes to alic- 
nate his Majeſtics heart from his pcople,and cſtrange 
their due bound affections from him, if it were poſl- 
fible; andin end for the full accompliſhmear of their 
wickednes(as weare informed)have made hisMajeſty 
follow the advice& counſlell of profeſſed papiſts,and 
ro intruſt them with the chiefeft charges of the armes 
and armies now preparing forthe threarned invaſion 
of this Kingdome,, and (till intend to raiſe jealoufies 
in the body of the one Kingdome againſt the other, 
and fo ro commit them rogether , whichwe beſcech 
God to prevenr,and hope it ſhall bee above their ma- 
lice:The Lox » opening the eyes of our Soveraigne, 
and of our neighbour nation,to diſcover that treache. 
ric, whereby nothing is intended but to joyn thetwo 
Kingdomes in blondy warrt, that ſo reformed Re- 
ligion may be extinguiſhed and poperie introduced, 
which then may becalily cffectuate, when both fides 

are 
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are weakned,, and ſo may bee the more. eaſily; ſup- 
preſſed -by thepapiſts | havingall power and =_— 

in their hand being already too ſtrong in- Eng 
and incouraged with ithe expectation of: forraine 
helpe; ready *tv/-accept 'thar- advantage; ſo-muth 
prejudiciatl + hisMajcRies hgnout,powerandmani- 
fold declarations, for the maintenance of thieteforni- 
rent, x , whereof he isthe deftAder." We hive 
allo rea{orrte- regrate; *thatany withinthat dome 
ſhoutd give feed womdprION 
ly invented 716 4ottient' thei" jealbufies:, ind: make 
them'prepare for' invading us-their brethrtn; hea 
unto-our ſolemneProteſtarions ;Su pplications, De- 
clarati6ns') and Covehahewirh! Gb» hitſelfs, Yer 
veare ily confident; that ſich ive ohly drawth 
there-into, purely throwgh the mis-information' of 
ouradverlaries, kf partly for lack nt Cams 
tion-, concerning -our riioſttoyall-arid prop 

LC 

mayWitlyviſedome and etpttity, ft her 
protec cg things of that , rillthey may 
be receive full information ofthetrueh: 
And weregratethatiahy ſhould think theſtahdiag of 
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pombe ind ir this Chytctrand King- 
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cannot 
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cannot reaſonably vffendany other-ſtate or Clidech: 
who may bee ruled by their own laws and warrand, 
bur as in every matter which falleth indeliberationto 
be put in execution, Iuſticc ſhould bethe mover and 
efficicnr, and -benefit, cither in profit.or honouruſerh 
to beetheend;z, So- eſpecially in rhis weightie buſt, 
neſſe, it ſhould be well-pondered, ifthis a of inva. 
ding usby warse, for keeping. our oath to Goo , 
and obeying the lawfull conſtitutions of our Church 
andKingdome, be juſt upowrhe part ok the inyader, 
or if he þcnefit ofre-eſtabliſhygBiſhops gponus will 
;xecompenſe the loſle of ſo much Chriſtian bloud, 8 
| wonacs gr diflenſion& war,whercot theevent depen- 
-deth uponthe Lox'd of hoſkg:hutiris pbvjoustoeves 
;Fy-m2us conſideration, that this warisby our adyer- 
'faries intended for another.cnd', & hath a moredeep 
dangerous reach; other wiſe the Prelates if cithex 
good Chriſtians or patriots, would rather quit their 
Minion -ambition,ang worldly pompe,therringadgo 
two Kingdomes, withthehazard of true Religion. 

And-that none may ſaſpe&rhe finccritie ofqur 
.Incentions , the lawfulneſſe of our proceedings , or 
thercuth of gurdeclarations, and accuſations againft 
the enemies. pf our xeformation.aad peace, Weeare 
Ablez and with to: have occaſion. to juſtifierheſame 
before:che world: forunlefſe we fhould have ctoſed 
.ourownlight, andrefiſted the known will of Gov, 
pie cater reel ſwprne. by, his Ma; 


&ftic udourpredecefionrs.,in aſalempe;Gavenang 
with Gyp,.and.ſo often-confirmed. and ratified by 
ads ofthis church and kingdome, fincethe reforms ,| 
on Weecouls not omit "ny ung Which Wales } 
_ « on 
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done. And albeitwe be an Church and Kingdome, 
asfree, ancient , and independent , as any. other 
in the world: yet for clearing the minde of our 
neighbour nation, from all miſ-information, and 
mif-conſtruction ofour intentions-and proccedings, . 
andto verific the lawtulneſſe, and abſolute neceſhry 
of ouractions, and aQts of the late Aſſembly, wedo 
aflure our ſelves, that if the Eſtates and Parliament 
of England, were conveened, and the whole pro 
grelſe ofthis bulineſle faithfully repreſented to them, 
they would withour doubt bef» farre from cenſur- 
ing or condemning whatwedo; that they would ra- 
ther bee moved to become petitioners to his ſacred 
Majcſtie on our behalte , and. approve of the cquitie 
andloyaltic of all our proceedings in this cauſe: And 
therefore in the mean time, wee intreat that no true 
Engliſhheart entertain anyjcaloufics of us, whoare 
confident ofthe innocencie of our proceedings and 
intentions, free hither-ro of all blemiſhes againſt aus. 
Soveraigne or neighbour nation, as wee do beg the. 
occaſion of manifeſting the ſametothem , and to all 
the world, as we have upon the knowledge of theſe 
miſ-reports of us, cleared onr {elves ofany ſuch in-. 
tention by our great oaths every one ta another-at- 
our moſt frequent meetings. by 
- The obtaining of this our ſo peaceable and juſt 
defire , ſhall not only bee comfortableto us, their 
Chriſtian brethren , ſerving as a farther tye ro unite 
our affections in-time to come, and ſtirre.us up ta 
poure our heartie prayers to Gpo on their behalfe, 
bur without all queſtion, the righteous Tudge of all 
2 world, {ball make you reap the fruit thereof one 
__ a. day, 
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day, apdwhoknoweth how ſoone. 
Inthe meantime our care ſhall bee upon all occa. 
ſions to-make itappear clearly to all the world , how 
farreithath alwayes been (and by thegrace of Gop 
eyer ſhall bee)' from our intention firſt or laſt, to 
ofter..the leaſt a& of hoſtilirie to 'our neighbour 
Kihgdome , except info farre as we ſhall bee nece- 
ceffiratinour owndefence: and though (as Goo for- 
bid ) we ſhould be forced thereunto, yet ſhall we re- 
maine unwilling to ganceiye things of tliat kinde, to 
flow from the body efithat  Kingdome', wich whom 
we intend no nationalt quarrcll , neither minde to 
rangle. with them, exceptin the caſe of invaſion -, 
from them, but rather thatrhis ſturre hath been con-. 
trived and ſet forward by ſome ill afleed perſons to 
both kingdomes, with whom only our queſtion is,6: 
ro whom alone we may juſtly .intend according to 
their deſert,as men who are ſet to ingadge both king- 
damesin fo bloudic a warre for their own baſe ends: 
andalhough a party raifed*fronfamong our ſelves , 
fomented,and maintained fromabroad,from whence, 
wefinde the finews of that body within our ſelves to 
bee derivedand maintained, may juſtly ſceme:to-irz 
ritate',. yet the vanitic and weaknefle of our inteſtine 
adverſaries, even inthis caſe of offence, is ſo farre 
from making ustake fire , without manifeſt hoſtili- 
tie offered , or ingadging us in any violcat courſe 
that may interrupt the brotherly, love:aad concord 
of theſetwo Kingdoms , or blemiſh our holy pro- 
tcſfion-intheleaſtdegree, as weare confident, no ma- 
licious mif-reports of our common adverſaries , will 
induce our dear brethren to.quarrell with 'us , for 
W- ſecking 
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ſeeking to enjoy our Religionin' puritie and our laws 
and liberties. according to the fundamentall conſti- 
tutions of our Church and ſtate, when weare ſo well 
»tedto them, as we are truely ſenſible of their 
grievous burthens, & intolerable ſufferings fromthe 
tyrannie of their hierarchie,andthe fearfull bo 
they underlye ſrom the wicked counſel of theirCler- 
gie, ſuggeſted from Rome, and produtlge ſo-dan- 
rous innovations both in” Religion andPolicie. 
This ſincere manifeſtarionof our calenins, 
wee finde our ſclyes obliged, ro publiſh for ſariſ- 
fying ail good SubjeRe«a.qurneighbournation, be- 
ing confident they are as defirous to be confirmedin 
their good opinion of us , and fo to be 4#medagainſt 
all landers and calumnies of thoſe that indey 
finall overthrow and utrer exterminion of the A 
dome of Chriſt Ieſus from this whole Ifland:wherof 
we pray God,tg avert the danger, & to grant us peace - 
and puritic , which is the height of our defire; for*- 
. procuring whereof we ſhalkemploy none other wea--. 
pons (except we beenforced) bur fafting and prayer 
to Gor Almighticand humble ſupplicationsto our | 
gracious Soveraigne, 4 


Reviſed according to the ordinanceof the generall 
Aſſembly, by me M*. A, lhonſtoun Clerk thereto: : 


-- AtEvinzurGu thes of 
February Anxo'1639. 
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